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How many youth experience 
homelessness? 

2006 Census 
• 1.5 Million children were 

experiencing homelessness. 
• 1 in 50 children. 

2013 Census 
• 2.5 Million children were 

experiencing homelessness. 
• 1 in 30 children. 
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In Delaware, there are currently  
over 3,000 students who are experiencing homelessness. 

 
 

For complete report, visit www.HomelessChildrenAmerica.org 



The McKinney-Vento Act 

• Subtitle VII-B of the McKinney-Vento 
Homeless Assistance Act; reauthorized by 
Title X, Part C of ESEA 

• Main themes of the McKinney-Vento Act: 
– School access 
– School stability 
– Support for academic success 
– Child-centered, best interest decision making 
– Critical role of the local homeless education 

liaison  
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Why McKinney-Vento? 

Research 
on School 
Mobility 

On average score 20 
points lower on 

standardized tests. 

Non-mobile students 
score significantly 

lower in schools with 
high student mobility. 

Less likely to 
participate in 

extracurricular activities 
and more likely to get 

in trouble. 

It takes an average of 
4-6 months to recover 

academically after 
changing schools. 

Students who change 
schools, even once, in 
high school are less 
than ½ as likely to 

graduate. 

25% of homeless pre-
school children have 

mental health problems 
requiring clinical 
evaluation. This 

increases to 40% 
among homeless 

school-age children. 
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Who Qualifies for Service? 

Children or youth who lack fixed, regular, and adequate 
nighttime residence, including: 
• sharing the housing of others due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or 

similar reason (“doubling up”) 
• Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camping grounds due to the lack of 

adequate alternative accommodations 
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters 
• Abandoned in hospitals 
• Awaiting foster care placement (Delaware is different) 
• Living in a public or private place not designed for humans to live 
• Living in cars, parks, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or 

train stations, or a similar setting 
• Migratory children living in the above situations 
• Unaccompanied youth living in the above circumstances 
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Why is Delaware different? 

McKinney-Vento Act  
• Children and youth who 

are awaiting foster care. 

Delaware House Bill No. 279 
• All foster children are 

included within the 
provisions and protections 
of the McKinney-Vento Act. 
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McKinney-Vento & Charter Schools 

• Charter schools must provide services according to the 
McKinney-Vento Act. 
– Continue the child’s education in the school of origin or enroll 

them in a public school that non-homeless students who live in 
the attendance area where the family is temporarily living attend, 
according to the child’s best interest; 

– Provide written notice to parents, including a statement 
regarding the right to appeal; 

– Enroll a homeless child or youth immediately in school, even if 
they are unable to produce required records; 

– Make records available in a timely fashion when a homeless 
child or youth enters a new school or district; 

– Provide services to homeless students that are comparable to 
those offered to other students; 
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McKinney-Vento & Charter Schools 
continued… 

– Coordinate with local service agencies or programs that provide 
services to homeless children & youth; 

– Appoint a local homeless education liaison; 
– Coordinate with the SEA, community and school personnel 

responsible for providing services to homeless children & youth; 
and 

– Review and revise policies that may act as barriers to the 
enrollment of homeless children and youth. 

 
All LEAs are required to submit data on homeless students in their 
schools. Student data is collected on an annual basis and 
submitted to the SEA for the Consolidated State Performance 
Report. 
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Choosing Your Local Liaison 
 
LEA administrators in every school district must appoint a local liaison to implement the 
McKinney-Vento Act. A qualified and committed local liaison will ensure that homeless 
children and youth are identified and provided the services they need to be successful in 
school. The recommendations below are a helpful guide in selecting the right person to carry 
out the responsibilities of the local liaison position.  
 
1. LEA administrators should be familiar with all the requirements of the local liaison 

position as specified in the McKinney-Vento Act.  
2. The local liaison should have the appropriate experience, knowledge, skills, and attitude 

for the position.  
3. A local liaison who is passionate about serving homeless children and youth is key in 

implementing the program successfully.  
4. The LEA should have a formal process for selecting the best candidate for the local 

liaison position.  
5. LEA administrators are responsible for ensuring that the local liaison has sufficient time 

allocated to carry out the duties and authority to enforce the law.  
 

http://center.serve.org/nche/downloads/briefs/liaison-selection.pdf 
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The Role of the Local Liaison 
• In 42 U.S.C. § 11432 (g)(6)(A), the McKinney-Vento Act lists the 

responsibilities of the local liaison. The law states local liaisons will ensure 
that: 

– homeless children and youth are identified by school personnel and through 
coordination with other agencies;  

– homeless children and youth enroll in, and have a full and equal opportunity to 
succeed in, school;  

– homeless families, children, and youth receive educational services for which they are 
eligible, including Head Start programs and preschool programs administered by the 
LEA, as well as referrals to health care services, dental services, mental health 
services, and other appropriate services;  

– the parents or guardians of homeless children and youth are informed of the 
educational and related opportunities available to their children and are provided with 
meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of their children;  

– public notice of the educational rights of homeless children and youth is disseminated 
where they receive services, such as schools, family shelters, and soup kitchens; 

– enrollment disputes are mediated according to local, state, and federal policies; and  
– the parent or guardian of a homeless child or youth, and any unaccompanied youth, is 

fully informed of all transportation services, including transportation to the school of 
origin. 
 

Homeless Liaison Toolkit  http://center.serve.org/nche/pr/liaison_toolkit.php 
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Transportation 

• Homeless students have the right to remain 
in their school of origin when this is in their 
best interest. LEAs are required by 
McKinney-Vento to provide transportation to 
and from the school of origin at a parent’s or 
unaccompanied homeless youth’s request. A 
charter school that does not provide 
transportation for any students MUST provide 
transportation for a homeless student to 
remain in the school of origin. 
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School Nutrition 
• Students experiencing homelessness are 

automatically eligible for free meals through the 
federal school meal programs. 

 
• (14 Del. C. Ch.5 §506(f)): 
(f) If a child would qualify for a no- or low-cost breakfast 
or lunch under a federal national school breakfast or 
lunch program, beginning in the 2014-2015 school year, 
the charter school shall provide breakfast and lunch to 
the child at no or low cost to the child's family. Charter 
schools shall not consider whether a child would qualify 
for no- or low-cost breakfast or lunch under a federal 
national school breakfast or lunch program when making 
enrollment decisions. 
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Other Information: 

• Monitoring 
– SEAs are required to monitor LEAs for their 

implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act. 
• Enrollment Forms 

– A residency checklist section should be included 
on the enrollment forms to note any living 
situation which may be temporary. 

http://center.serve.org/nche/forum/enrollment.php 

• Posters 
– Information on the rights of homeless students 

should be available on posters in strategic places 
in the school and community. 

http://center.serve.org/nche/products.php 
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Other Information: 

• Handbook 
– LEAs should include information on the rights 

and services for homeless students in their 
parent & student handbooks. 

• Staff Training 
– School staff should receive training each year 

on the “signs” of homelessness and the 
McKinney-Vento Act. 
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JENNIFER DAVIS 
STUDENT SERVICES & SPECIAL POPULATIONS 

JENNIFER.DAVIS@DOE.K12.DE.US 
 

NATIONAL CENTER FOR HOMELESS EDUCATION 
HTTP://WWW.SERVE.ORG/NCHE 

 
NATIONAL ASSOC. FOR THE EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN AND YOUTH 

HTTP://WWW.NAEHCY 
 

For More Information: 

mailto:jennifer.davis@doe.k12.de.us
http://www.serve.org/nche
http://www.naehcy/
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